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Introduction
 National Weather Service (NWS) offices use a 
graphical editor (GFE) to produce smoke 
management forecasts.  
 Spatial resolution is 2.5 km or around 4 square 
miles.

 Temporal resolution varies. 

 Main elements include: 
 Mixing heights
 Transport winds
 Ventilation rates

 Adjective Rating  JBW2



Introduction
 Several products originate from GFE and are 
presented in various display forms.  
 Tabular
 Graph
 Graphical display
 Text 

 SW Annual Operating Plan dictates what goes 
in some of the products.  
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http://gacc.nifc.gov/swcc/predictive/weather/swcc_wx_program/aop/SW_AOP.pdf



National Fire Weather Webpage
 Enter location

 Zip Code
 Lat/Long
 Name

 Different 
product types

JBW4http://www.srh.noaa.gov/ridge2/fire/



National Fire Weather Webpage
 Tabular
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National Fire Weather Webpage
 Digital Tabular
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National Fire Weather Webpage
 Hourly graph
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Spot Forecasts
 Site‐specific for local‐state 
and federal government 
entities. 

 Request HYSPLIT
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Graphical
 Forecast Display 
out 60 hours 
with 3 hr
increments. 
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http://graphical.weather.gov/



Text discussions
 Area Forecast discussion
 Fire Wx Planning Forecast
 Spot Forecast 
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Specialized services
 Phone consultation

 More information 
needed. 

 Clarify existing 
forecasts. 

 Office phone number 
in the regional 
mobilization guide. 
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Specialized services
 Web graphics 

 Graphicast/Weather 
Story

 Specialized web pages
 HYSPLIT
 Local office
 NOAA Air Quality

JBW12http://www.srh.noaa.gov/abq/?n=forecasts‐fireweather‐dss#



Specialized services
 Social Media

 Facebook
 Twitter

 #NMwx
 #AZwx

 YouTube
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Tweets from NWS‐Flagstaff
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Questions???Questions???


